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In 1970, the Synod of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland issued a
Resolution setting out the Biblical teaching on male/female distinctions
particularly in relation to appearance. As society’s standards continued
to decline in these areas, the Synod re-affirmed the Resolution on two
occasions, in 1983 and in 2003. The Resolution, which continues to be
the Church’s view is as follows:

There is evidence that the “permissiveness” of the age has influenced
the Church. In particular this is the case in the dress of the women, and
in the hair styles of both men and women.

The Word of God demands of women that they be dressed in modest
apparel, and the Synod urge the women of the Church to give heed to
this counsel. Not only does it require modesty of dress but also
distinction in dress between the sexes. The practice of men and women
wearing clothes which obliterates this distinction is quite contrary to
God’s Word and expressly declared to be an abomination to Him. “The
woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a
man put on a woman’s garment: for all that do so are abomination unto
the Lord thy God” (Deut. 22:5).

The Word of God clearly teaches that the hair of women should be long
and the hair of men (and boys) short. Long and short are relatives. To
argue from hence that the matter cannot be determined is to cast the
most serious and solemn aspersion upon the Divine wisdom. “Doth not
even nature itself teach you that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame
unto him? But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair
is given her for a covering” (1 Cor. 11:14,15).

The Church therefore must condemn these practices as contrary to
God’s Word and direct her people to seek the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ to enable them to live unspotted in the world.
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