Communion Thanksgiving Sermon

By Rev. James Macleod, Greenock
“Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift." —2 Cor., 9, 15.

The following notes were taken down by a friend on Monday of the North Uist
Communion, 24.7.61. The discourse was delivered in the Gaelic language, and the
notes were taken down in English. Our young friend did very well indeed, and for
her diligence and care we take this opportunity to thank her. The great apostle of
the Gentiles said about another true friend of the cause of Christ, “I commend
unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea.”

It is possible that everyone here today knows something about getting an
unexpected gift at one time or other in his or her lifetime? It could not be called a
gift if you have had any expectation that you were to get a present from a friend,
we would call that a “present,” not a gift. It is equally true about the “gift”
referred to in our text. The gift was not expected and the value of the gift is
unspeakable in value!

First: When one receives a gift, the person who receives it does not expect it.
Secondly: The person who is made the recipient of the unexpected gift cannot
think himself worthy of the gift by his or her friends!

We remember reading in the life of the well-known Mr Spurgeon that his
congregation made him a presentation on a New Year’s Day. After the eminent
preacher finished his discourse, one of his Deacons rose and handed Mr Spurgeon
an envelope which on opening it contained three thousand-pound cheques! Mr
Spurgeon rose to the occasion in his own inimitable manner: First, “I did not
expect this ‘gift,” and secondly, | can do what | like with this ‘gift’?” Without a
moment’s hesitation, he decided there and then what he should do with the
generous “gift” of three thousand pounds stg., that was given to him as a “gift”
from his congregation on this New Year occasion.

He knew that St. Thomas and Westminster Hospitals had need of financial help,
and as he could do what he liked with this un expected “gift,” he allocated one
thousand to St. Thomas Hospital: one thousand to Westminster Hospital: and
added, my wife says that | am extravagant, so | will allocate to her the other
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thousand!” Before Spurgeon left the platform the “gift” of three thousand pounds
was out of his hand! He spoke truly; he could do what he liked with this “gift”
which he did not expect. That brings before our mind, when Adam fell, the
thought of salvation and peace with God could never enter into his bewildered
and darkened mind. The poor man did not know where he was: God departed
from his soul: lost his original righteousness: naked, with only fig leaves to cover
him in the coldness and dark ness of his lost state! His guilty conscience gnawing
and sucking his soul with fear and trembling — “And they heard the voice of the
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst 'the trees of the garden.
And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, where art thou? And he
said, | heard thy voice in the garden, and 1 was afraid, because | was naked: and 1
hid myself.” (Gen.3: 8-9). Here we have lost man, naked and guilty before God!
Adam knew that he was guilty, and knew also that his sin deserved death, eternal
death, and to be forever banished from the presence of the Lord God into the
place reserved for the devil and his angels | What could Adam expect from the
infinite holy God, his Creator, Lawgiver and Judge, but the punishment his crime
deserved?” In dying thou shalt die.” When God called Adam, did God know where
Adam was? Very well, but benighted Adam did not know where he was— his
whole being was in darkness. You know here in the Western Isles, during the
winter season, how exceedingly dark it can be at night? In the absence of a torch
or lantern you could not see one step before you. When Adam fell, he could not
see right or left. He was entirely lost. If God had not come to Adam, the whole
human race would have remained in that awful darkness to all eternity! What
infinite kindness on the part of God that He came into the garden and said,
“Adam, where art thou?” This was a blessed call,” and a call of unspeakable
kindness from God! This was God’s call which you shall find from cover to cover of
the Bible! What God revealed to Adam in the garden could never enter into his
mind. Something so glorious and wonderful that the highest angels in heaven
desire to look into it because of the amazing wonder of it. One noticeable
kindness one can observe in God’s treatment of fallen Adam is that God did not
drive him out of the garden before God promised Adam and Eve that of her seed
one was to come which would bruise the head of the serpent. If God had no
purpose of mercy towards Adam and Eve they would have been driven out of the
garden immediately, as the rebellious angels were driven out of heaven! Another



infinite kindness shown to Adam and Eve before they were driven out of the
garden was the “coats of skin” God provided for them, as their own miserable fig
leaves could not keep them warm, the moment they were out of the garden of
Eden. There is deadly coldness of sin in this life, but the coldness of sin in this
miserable world shall be changed in another world into “everlasting burning.” We
noticed above how Adam tried to hide himself from God after he sinned. You shall
find today young men and young women making for Loch Maddy to the dance.
vain song, or to the bar of the Hotel; and if you were to ask them “where are you
going?” “l am going to hide myself from God.” What can fallen man expect but
death, but his aim is to hide from the all-seeing eye of God somehow,
somewhere, and it is simply extraordinary the means and methods fallen man
shall find out with one object in view— “to hide himself from God!” “And your
covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not
stand when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden
down by it.” (Isa. 28,18). It can be said that the human race is possessed with fear
which clearly intimates a consciousness of some infinite power that pervades his
present existence whatever may be his religious or non-religious beliefs. Sir
William Ramsay (who was a great Christian, and a noted scientist) spent several
years of his busy life in Africa among the most backward tribes of that great
continent, and after careful study saw that their fear of seeing a white man was
sure evidence of the fact that they also felt 'in their darkened mind and
conscience that there was another power above and over man! For a man to
profess that he was an Atheist, or an Agnostic, or a Communist it is an absolute
certainty that in the soul of that man is the same fear as in the mind and
conscience of the Bushmen of Central Africa. It is innate in mankind coming into
this world! We know volumes have been written by men in all ages, and in this
age perhaps more than in any former age, denying the existence of a Supreme
Being, but that only proves the direct opposite! Why should men try to deny or
affirm the existence, or nonexistence of a God, if there were no God? The fact
remains that man has a conscience, and from that conscience man cannot escape
from the Omniscience of an infinite Power that it spite of his denials and atheism
he feels controlled by the power of that God that he seeks to blot out of mind. Sir
William Ramsay was right. Voltaire (the learned atheist) was born in France in the
bosom of the Church of Rome, baptised and “confirmed” in the faith of the
Church.” He turned to atheism, wrote many books in defence of his “new



religion,” but on his death-bed called a Roman priest to confess, in order to be
absolved from his crimes against his own soul, and millions of other souls. The
nurse who attended Voltaire to his last hour in this world left on record “that
Voltaire was in such a state going into eternity that she would not like to be any
more at the deathbed of one who was not a Christian.” The most notorious case
in modern times was that of Peter Manuel, but the night before he was executed
for his awful crime, a Roman Catholic priest visited him and took his confession,
and according to the rites of Papal Rome, the priest would have pronounced the “
words of absolution,” on the most wicked murderer in modern ages— at least
within the kingdom of Scotland! The root cause of all our sins and crimes is that
we fell in Adam! The flood of all crimes entered in through the fall of Adam. The
doctrine of the fall of Adam is denied by the Colleges and Universities and pulpits
of Scotland which is a proof positive that all who deny the fall of Adam assuredly
deny their need of a Saviour. If the fall of Adam is a mere myth, then the gospel
must also be in the category of human fables. Here we would add, let Free
Presbyterian Ministers, Missionaries and Lay-Preachers in the Church at home or
abroad teach and preach the doctrines of Adam, as sure as the doctrines of
redemption by Jesus Christ. It is impossible to preach the whole counsel of God,
and conveniently pass over, or forget the doctrines of the fall of Adam—where we
all came short of the glory of God! It is in that fall that we were lost; and if we
know not our lostness in Adam, how can we appreciate the redemption
purchased by the second Adam, the Lord from Heaven? NEVER 1 “But when Jesus
heard that, He said unto them, they that be whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick.” (Matt. 9,12). When Cain offered a bloodless sacrifice to God it was
rejected, for his sacrifice could not convey to himself, or to his seed that his father
Adam had most wickedly broken covenant with God. If men and women forget or
deny our individual relationship with the first Adam, Christ and His gospel will be
to us as He was to the people of Judah in the days of Isaiah— “As a root out of the
dry ground.” We have stated already that when Adam fell, he knew not where he
was, more like an African savage, sewing fig leaves to cover his nakedness! What
could he expect but death? What doth an awakened sinner look for or expect but
death? The awakened sinner feels himself in the hands of an “angry God.” Can he
get away from that state, wrath and death that he is conscious of in soul and
conscience? “Thou hast beset me behind and before and laid thy hand upon me.”
(Ps. 139). Did Adam expect to receive the gift of eternal life from God? Adam was



blind. The spiritual blindness of all the children of Adam is of the same nature and
intensity. If a man was highly educated, and suppose he knew all the mysteries of
the universe, he would be as spiritually blind as the most illiterate person. There
are some weak-minded men and women, and they are possessed with an awful
hallucination that if men are very educated, they can understand the mystery of
the gospel without being born again. NO! God compares the most learned men
that are in the world without saving grace to dumb animals— “A whip for the
horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool's back!” (Prov. 26:3). That is the
estimate of the God of eternity of the graceless learned son of fallen Adam! What
even gracious men and women need is a competent portion of common sense! If
ordinary common sense is weak and easily imposed upon, whatever education
that person may gather from external sources the profit to society is virtually
nothing. God has bestowed many great and profitable gifts upon men in all ages
—upon heathen philosophers, the Greek sages of antiquity, and upon men in our
own age marvellous gifts, but in the absence of saving knowledge of God, they
will perish forever, and carry their education and learning into the blackness of
darkness forever! Thousands of Masters of Art, Scientists and Philosophers shall
perish forever, and all that they can carry with them to a lost eternity is the
memory of their learning like the rich man— “son remember.”

The greatest gilt that was ever bestowed on the human race was Christ, the
eternal, and well-beloved Son of God. Christ was the gift of the Father, who
elected Him from all eternity to be the Saviour of all that shall be saved of our
miserable race. The precious epistle to the Hebrews makes that abundantly clear
to all who understand, and believe the gospel. The beloved Son with whom He is
well pleased. His co-equal, and co-eternal in all the eternal attributes of His God-
head. It was for this the holy apostle Paul was giving thanks to God—for the
“unspeakable gift” of God to poor sinners! Paul was like the rest of the human
race, without God and without hope in the world. His Abrahamic relationship
would not stand before God, for Abraham could be no security or surety for lost
and ruined Paul! “The gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” No
human being ever thought of such a “gift” from God. When the Pharisees thought
themselves worthy of all heavenly favours, the Lord warned, and foretold them
that they could not escape the damnation of hell! Christ, is -the first Person- in -
the election - of sovereign free grace— “l was set tip from everlasting, from the



beginning, or ever the earth was.” (Prov. 8,23, again Ps. ii,6). Those who deny the
doctrine of election deny the eternal gift of the Father to a perishing world (John
iii.16). Aaron the Priest of God did not elect or appoint himself to the office of the
Priest hood. He was installed into that office by God under the hand of Moses.
Neither did Christ install Himself, but was elected, appointed and installed in all
His mediatorial Offices for the work that He undertook to fulfil. The Church was
elected in Him, given to Him, and He undertook to save the Church by paying the
debt under which she was through the fall of Adam. The sword of eternal and
inflexible justice stood against Adam and his children because of the offence given
to God by the disobedience of Adam. (Rom. v.17,18). Christ was therefore the gift
of God the Father to all those that shall be redeemed of the human race. The very
thought of redemption and reconciliation could never enter into the mind of
fallen man until God made His own adorable will and purpose known to perishing
sinners! The apostle Paul in looking back into “ the mystery of redemption ”—to
the Five Books of Moses, Prophets, and Psalms, and into eternity itself, and to the
day of judgment, in the depth of his soul could say, “ Thanks be to God for His
unspeakable gift | ” Something so amazingly great and glorious that human
language fails to express the wonders of redeeming love on the part of God! God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.” Those who receive the”
gift” of eternal life through Jesus Christ may well say, Thanks be to God for this
unspeakable gift, which | never expected, nor thought of, and verily | am not
worthy of it! No standing place for the blind Arminian before God in this
revelation of sovereign free grace!

Secondly: The person that is made the recipient of this un expected “gift,” cannot
think himself worthy of this gift. All that the Lord’s people can do in this life is to
lisp a few words about it! First of all, we have the Father in it: we have the Son in
it: we have the Holy Spirit in it—the three adorable Persons of the Godhead. They
need an eternity to adore and praise God for this unspeakable gift! Oh, people of
Uist, if you find Christ as your Saviour, you will be as babes lisping words, for the
glory of the “Gift” is so great that all your days here on earth your admiration of
Him must grow, and humble you al His feet as nothing in your own eyes! We once
read a book by the eminent President Edwards on the “History of Redemption,” a
great work, full of the marrow of the gospel, but my thoughts went out on the
Person so beautifully described by the learned Theologian, and what could



Edwards say, but like the woman in the gospel— “If | may but touch the hem of
His garment.”? It transcends all human thought that the eternal God was here on
earth” as a man of sorrow, and acquainted with grief!” Notwithstanding the
limitation of our knowledge and mediocrity of our sinful souls there are times
when the poor believer can say, “He is altogether lovely!” There was a time in the
history of the Church of God that, if a lassie would own and acknowledge Christ as
her Saviour, she forfeited her life to the savage Roman Soldier on the highway by
order of the Roman Emperor! It was something to be a ““Christian” in those days!
It is easy enough to be called a “Christian” in our day. It is another matter
altogether to be a “Christian” before God and His holy Angels. The Covenanters of
Scotland: the Martyrs of England, Ireland, France, The Netherlands—they knew
what it was to be heart professors of the Son of God. What faith have you in
Christ? Look well to it in case you shall find yourself in a lost eternity! “Moral Re-
armament” shall not protect from the bottomless pit of a lost eternity! The first llk
we read of in the Word of that herd were the Pharisees to whom the Lord said
that they could not escape the damnation of hell by their” Moral Re-armament.”
Saving grace alone can make the sinner forsake his sins, and confess his iniquities
and flee to Christ, and make a true Martyr of him or her in the sight of an infinite
Holy God. During the killing times ” in Scotland, | remember reading of a mother
in the town of Perth—herself, her husband, and another man, the two men were
sent to the Cross in that town and hanged for professing Christ: the woman (a
Mrs Stark by name) who was the mother of a numerous family, and an infant on
her breast when the savage soldiers took hold of the brave and godly mother, put
her in a sack with a few stones in the sack, and cast her into a loch nearby. These
Covenanters and Martyrs saw the infinite preciousness of Christ, His gospel and
divine Ordinances. We have considered that the greatest honour ever bestowed
on Scot land was the Martyrs of Jesus, and the godly John Urquhart made use of it
in his prayers, in pleading for the people of Scot land— “The blood of thy people
is mingled with the soil of Scotland, cast us not out of thy sight.” “What shall |
render to the Lord for all His gifts to me?” What kind of Christians are those who
shall not leave their cows and hay for an hour or two listening to the gospel? They
are a curse on the soil they are walking on! When the sinner is enlightened by the
Holy Spirit, and beholds the infinite value of this gift of God in the Person of Jesus
Christ, he or she looks on the world, and all that is in it, but as dross and dung in
comparison with being where the name of Christ is honoured and exalted. If the



Holy Spirit had not prepared a body for our Lord, He could not have suffered—for
as God in the absolute sense He could not suffer—as the God-man He could and
did suffer death on the Cross for His people. The highest Angel in heaven, or the
greatest saint that ever was on earth cannot conceive the incomprehensible
depth, agony and pain of the death of the Lord Jesus! Oh, we read words in the
Twenty second Psalm which are to us poor things inconceivable, but Christ felt
and knew the meaning- of the words which He uttered on the Cross, “My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why art thou so far from helping me, and from
the words of my roaring?” (Ps. 22). Again, in Psalm 116, we read words that are
truly, in the depth of their meaning in the first instance applicable to the Lamb of
God, “The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat (in the
margin found me) hold upon me: | found trouble and sorrow.” There never was or
ever will be sufferings and sorrow like what the Son of God passed through on the
Cross of Calvary! In the book of Revelation, we read that the Lamb shall lead the
saints to fountains of living waters, we can take it that they shall see then what
they could not endure to see while in this tabernacle of clay. Samuel Rutherford
mentions drinking of the springs of water here below, but there fulness of joy,
and unrestricted basking in the presence of God to all eternity. It is told of a man
in Lochcarron, Ross-shire, that he was heard saying, “Withhold thy hand, | can
hold no more!” The blessed man of Lochcarron! Some could appropriate the
words of the blessed man from their own personal experience of the divine
presence of the divine Saviour. Here in Uist there were a goodly number of God’s
people. We remember the late Rev. John R. MacKay telling us that there were
fifty-two male members in North Uist that could be called upon to engage in
prayer in public (that would be after May, 1893) and the late Mr MacIntyre told us
that of the fifty-two, thirty could speak to the “Question on Friday” of the
communion season! We saw, and met a few of them, and we never met
“Christians” that we could put before the Uist men! They seemed to be blessed
with the grace of self-denial, and humility, above all the Christians we ever met at
home or abroad. It was no doubt from a deep sense of their indebtedness to God
for the “gift of eternal life” through Jesus Christ, their Lord. They are all gone
many years ago to be with Christ forever. The world is rolling in wealth and
luxury, thousands of millions spent by Governments and nations on their pride
and lusts, while the cause of Christ is almost starved to death. When men and
nations shall behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world, then,



and not until then, shall the hearts of men and women be opened to the cause of
Christ. The devil and his children seem to have all the money of the world under
their hand, but the day will come when all the gold and silver in the world shall be
in the hands of men who fear the Lord, love His cause and seek in every way to
advance the knowledge of the Lord worldwide, among Jews and Gentiles! Our
dear friend, the late Mr MacQueen, London, spent every penny he could lay his
hand on in sending books, tracts and religious literature far and wide that he
considered profitable and instructive for young and old in defence of the Word of
God and Reformation attainments, and in defence of our civil and religious
liberties, knowing that the people of this nation were in danger not only at the
hands of Infidel modernists, but that Papal Rome was as thirsty as ever for the
blood of those who stood against the Papal claims. If he, and a few other men in
our nation had the means and money that is being spent on the lusts of men,
what a blessing that would be to the millions of Africa, and to the pagans of
Britain! The hands of our ministers are tied in that same respect and sense, but
the devil can advertise his poisonous doctrines to murder millions of precious
souls for eternity, and there is no scarcity of money to advance the works of the
devil! But the wrath of God shall burn to the lowest hell all the nations that forget
God and His cause!

The Bible is also God’s gift to a perishing world wherein His holy mind is revealed
through Jesus Christ from the book of Genesis to the book of Revelation. If Christ
had not come, we would have no Bible, no gospel, or divine Ordinances. Baptism,
and the Lord’s Supper would be meaningless and unknown if Christ had not died
and rose again, and revealed to His people the meaning and value of the holy
Bible and the divine Ordinances of the New Testament Church. It was not apostles
or Prophets that gave us the Bible, but God Himself in the hands of a Mediator
Jesus Christ! In Scotland at Reformation times in the 16" Century, the Reformers
explained to the people what was in the Bible, and instructed them to read the
Word of God, in order that they also would say with Paul, “Thanks be to God for
His unspeakable gift!” Tyndale did the same for the people of England. It was the
Word of God that did the work, the Holy Spirit applying the Word to soul and
conscience. The Lord said to Peter, “Follow thou me,”” go to the Five Books of
Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms, and there you will see how you are to
follow me! We turn to the two epistles of Peter, and see how closely Peter



followed Christ from Genesis to Malachi, and from the resurrection morn to the
right hand of God. Friends in Uist, should we not be glad for that on the Monday
of a communion season, and say with the apostle of the Gentiles, “Thanks be to
God for His unspeakable gift.”? The information divulged by our Home Secretary
in recent years should cause us to be ashamed not only before God for the
immoral condition of our nation, but before the dumb animals of the field! What
we sec, or hear issues from the heart of fallen man. All the sins mentioned in the
Bible are deep rooted in fallen human nature. It was from the Bible and their own
hearts our fathers understood how desperately wicked the human heart is in the
sight of an infinite holy God! They were the most moral men and women that
ever graced the Church of God in Scotland. Thomas Boston’s “Four-Fold State”
was a replica of what the Holy Spirit revealed to the godly in Scotland. Their vile
hearts may be hid from these who make great noise about “the gospel, love and
mercy,” while they know not the wickedness of their evil hearts. When a Prince of
the Hamite race visited Queen Victoria and asked the Queen “what was the secret
of Britain’s greatness?” the Queen produced a Bible to explain to the Prince the
secret of British power and influence in the world! We as a Church have cause to
thank God: we have an open Bible divinely inspired, unerring and infallible. We
are few in numbers, possibly between ten to twelve thousand in this country. |
asked the Rev. J. R. MacKay what approximately was the population that stood in
defence of the Word of God in May, 1893. His estimate was between thirty-five
and forty thousand in Scotland. We have sadly decreased in numbers since May,
1893. It was the opinion of the revered Rev. D. MacFarlane that the Free
Presbyterian Church would become numerically smaller, but that she would stand
till the millennium! We met several times after he made the above statement, but
never mentioned Churches, or ministers. We are convinced that it is not numbers
that count, but the grace of God, and the divine presence of the Holy Ghost
among the few that is of value before God, and not large communion rolls of
graceless members. We believe that the gospel is within the pale of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland! Ministers and Elders must strive to keep the
Courts of the Church faithful to the Word of God, and to the great Head of the
Church, the Lord Jesus Christ! If a partisan spirit enters into the Courts of the
Church we may rest assured that that grieves the Holy Spirit away from the
Church! | could not today worship my God outside the pale of the Free
Presbyterian Church in Scotland or England. The so called “Calvinists” they must



have Hymns, Organs and Choirs, and no respect for the Lord’s Day, how you come
to Church, whether by train or bus, and they think they can worship God without
any respect to the claims of the Fourth Commandment. It has been said that John
Calvin would play at bowls on Sabbath. That was a slanderous report: but
supposing it was true, would that give you authority to profane the Lord’s Day?
Never! We have read Calvin over and over again within the last fifty years, and
Calvin taught in his incomparable Theological discourses that the “Moral Law was
a binding rule to the Christian conduct to the end of time.” When God convinces
sinners of their sin, the Fourth Commandment shall have its proper place in the
life and conduct of that man. What authority had the people who call themselves
“the Church of Scotland” to be assembled over yonder yesterday? | take nothing
to do with the civil liberties of the people, but | do take to do with their religion if
they walk disorderly, and contrary to God’s Word. Who broke up the Church in
North Uist? Was it Rev. Donald Macdonald and Rev. D. MacFarlane? No, but those
that departed from the Word of God, and the practice of true godliness. They are
blinded by the devil! The Church of Scotland is guilty of the greatest schism in
modern ages. You people in Uist have more need now than in 1893 to defend the
gospel, the Word of God, and the divine Ordinances of the New Testament
Church. It is possible that the most of you have read in the Press of the meeting of
39 or 40 ministers of the Church of Scotland (and laymen) with a Jesuit Professor
in a Convent in Edinburgh a week or two before the meeting of the Assembly in
Edinburgh in May, 1961. It was so secret and private that the vigilant Press did not
know of the august meeting that took place in a Roman Catholic Convent
between the Jesuit Professor and the “leaders” of the Church of Scotland. We
know that a Jesuit is under the strict rules of his Order. The Jesuit would not come
from the South of England to meet and instruct the “leaders” of the Church on
“Christian Unity.” First of all, the Jesuit would have the full consent of Pope John,
and also the consent of the Head of the Jesuit Order (known to historians as the
Black Pope). The second thing that should have been made crystal clear to the
people of the Church of Scotland who arranged the meeting, and by whose
authority the meeting with the Jesuit was (in secret session) carried out? Was it
by a Committee of the Church of Scotland (unknown to the General Assembly)
and unknown to the people of that Church? We may well believe that so many
which had to be consulted, from the Vatican, and from Berwick, to Cape Wrath
that it would take considerable time before the “leaders” of the Church of



Scotland prepared themselves to resort to Edinburgh to meet the Jesuit Professor
in the Convent! It gives at least the impression that there was something
uncommon and sinister (if not altogether diabolical) about it when so many Clergy
could meet in the City of Edinburgh and hoodwink the Press. Perhaps they arrived
at the dead of night and slipped into the Convent in case they would be detected!
The names of the Clergy who were present in the Convent must not be divulged,
or made known—the business was private, and the people must not know if their
own minister was in the Convent at the dead of night! If they had arrived at noon
surely the Press would have seen such unusual numbers of Clergy arriving at the
Convent? What were they doing there? The Jesuit Professor was lecturing the
“leaders” of the Church of Scotland on “Christian Unity.” If that was not a betrayal
of the cause of Christ in Scotland what could be worse—to listen to a Jesuit on
“Christian Unity?” The Jesuit Order are the most malicious enemies to Christ, to
the gospel, and to the Church of God that ever appeared in this world. Have the
poor ministers of the Church of Scotland ever read the history of the Jesuits?
Presbyterian ministers to listen to a Jesuit priest on “Christian Unity.” Oh, what
madness, what blindness, what scared con sciences, and what wrath from God is
upon these poor Presbyterian ministers! In Ezekiel, we read, “And He brought me
to the door of the court, and when | looked in, behold a hole in the wall. Then said
He unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when | had digged in the wall,
behold a door. And He said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations
that they do here. So | went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things,
and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed upon
the wall round about. And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients
of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of
Shapan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went
up. Then said He unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the
house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? they
say, the LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth.” etc., etc. (Ezekial
8;7-12). We have here a repetition of the “Men of the Convent.” Truly it was not
the action of responsible men. Like King Saul when he went to consult with the
Witch of Endor! The Witch of Endor was not so dangerous to the souls of men as
the Jesuit Professor! What further proof should we look for that these poor men
have lost the gospel, and that God, and His Word, is banished from their souls and
consciences? Nothing like that Convent meeting with the Jesuit happened in



Scotland since 1690! It is almost unbelievable. A Jesuit Professor to lecture
Presbyterian ministers on “Christian Unity” That may be a blind. It might have
been something very different. Whatever might have been the cause or reason of
this meeting with the Jesuit Professor in the Convent, it was certainly a betrayal of
the cause of Christ, and no doubt the Jesuit Professor took every conceivable,
subtle and crafty argument to convert graceless Presbyterian Clergy to join the
“‘Mother Church” of Rome. His argument, and reasoning would be well sugared
to convince the ministers of the reasonable ness of “Christian Unity”’ within the
pale of “Mother Church.” The Jesuit would not refer to the Martyrdom of the
Saints of God in Spain, France, Italy, England, Scotland, Netherlands, Ireland, and
more recently in Columbia by the full consent and knowledge of the reigning
Pope. He would not refer to the well-known maxim of his Church—SEMPER IDEM,
in his discourse on “Christian Unity.” The Papal Church is the most blood thirsty
organisation that ever appeared among fallen humanity. If you join her you are
saved, but outside the “Catholic Church,” no salvation! Did the Jesuit Professor
explain to the Presbyterian Clergy in his address to them in the Convent on
“Christian Unity” that the “Catholic Church” is bound by the decisions of the
Council of Trent? Not likely! He must have accepted beforehand that the
Presbyterian Clergy were ignorant men when they would engage him to instruct
them on “ Christian Unity.” What betrayal of the Word of God, Reformation
attainments and the Martyrs of Scotland, England and Ireland! Here in Uist do
everything in your power to get the people back to the Word of God, and away
from these godless ministers that are leading them to a lost eternity with their
lies, deceit and hypocrisy. The present Church of Scotland, in every nook and
corner of it, is rotten to the core—like the Harlot which we read about in the 16"
chapter of Ezekiel! It is a soul-destroying, God-dishonouring, and a Christ-
crucifying Church! We love our fellow countrymen and women, and we are
convinced that the Church of Scotland is a Murderess of precious souls. No
opportunity should be lost in warning the poor people to quit the Church of
Scotland, for as a Church they have turned their back on God, His Word, and they
use the divine Ordinances of the New Testament to confirm their people in the
greatest possible delusion that they are God’s children if they “ take communion ”
like the poor Papist .going to Mass ! The doctrines of the “New Birth” unknown,
and regeneration explained away: the doctrines of atonement lost because their
ministers are not “born again men,” and therefore impossible to preach what



they know not! How can Free Church Professors and ministers associate and
worship in the Church of Scotland? We hope that the “Convent conclave” will be a
serious warning to Free Church ministers and people to shun the Church of
Scotland, for it cannot be anything but God-provoking to be associating with men
who betrayed the cause of Christ to a Jesuit in an Edinburgh Convent. If there are
God-fearing men and women in the Church of Scotland, they are bound by the
Word of God and their own consciences “to come out from among them,” and
seek the honour and truth of God where they can find it.

Now, my friends of North Uist, we may never meet again at a Communion season
in this place. There is now over forty years since | first came to Uist, many changes
took place during that long period of time, and the sweetest memory | have of
Uist is the precious Christians | met in your midst, that are long ago at their
eternal rest, and we cannot express our thankfulness to God in more appropriate
words than the words of our Text— “Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift.”

The time is very short when we must all leave this life, and by saving grace may
God grant us the great favour to leave the testimony of the Reformed Church of
God in Scotland as we received it from our fathers. Our Church is called the “Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland,” but it is the “Church” of the Reformers,
Covenanters and Martyrs of Scotland, and the Head of our Church is the Lord
Jesus Christ, and His Word is our supernatural guidebook, charter, guide, rule and
authority! You are not to be disturbed by “New Translations” of the Old or New
Testament by Infidels and Agnostics under the plausible name of “Scholarship,”
for natural men are as ignorant of the spiritual meaning of the Word of God as
Pagans or Heathens! Your Bible has been handed down to you by men of God
(undoubtedly) learned, but eminently godly, pious and humble. It was in the
name of “Scholarship” that the Declaratory Act was introduced into the Courts of
the Free Church, and not only ruined that Church, but alienated the Protestants of
Scotland from the “whole Bible,” and playing on their spiritual and literal
ignorance. A New Translation” of the New Testament has been introduced to
cover and establish their former crime; and this “Golden Calf,” that is praised and
adorned, can be placed before the host in their march towards the “Catholic
Religion,” the “ancient religion of Scotland!” The present “Church of Scotland” is
making for Rome as sure as the Church of England. Now, people of Uist, we hope
that the stand of Revs. D. MacFarlane and D. MacDonald in May, 1893, in defence



of the Word of God is more valuable to you as you see and hear how your poor
fellow countrymen are drifting towards destruction, if God shall not prevent it by
calling them to repentance. We have great cause to be humble and thankful to
God that our Church has been marvellously kept from being destroyed like the
rest, and no shadow has been cast over the Testimony raised in May, 1893,
although Satan often tried to change and weaken that blessed Testimony through
the weakness and vacillation of poor tempted men? Satan failed, but let us rest
assured Satan will try again and again, and his next attack may come from the
most unexpected quarter, so by divine grace, may the Lord keep us on the watch
tower. In conclusion, we again repeat the words of our text: “Thanks be to God
for His unspeakable gift!”



